








OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE BANNER AND THE MIRACULOUS IMAGE 
  
“Listen and let it penetrate your heart…do not be troubled or weighed down with grief. Do not fear any 
illness or vexation, anxiety or pain.  Am I not here who am your Mother? Are you not under my 
shadow and protection? Am I not your fountain of life? Are you not in the folds of my mantle? In the 
crossing of my arms? Is there anything else you need?” (Our Lady’s words to her servant Juan 
Diego.) 
  
 The Our Lady of Guadalupe banner is currently on display in Church. On Friday last week and on Tuesday 
next week we celebrate two feasts of Our Lady – the Immaculate Conception and the feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, the patroness of the Americas and the unborn.   We have only a copy of the 
image that hangs in Mexico City here at Divine Infant. The actual portrait of Our Lady that 
was given to St. Juan Diego by Our Lady herself was definitely made in Heaven. 
  Our Lady appeared to Juan Diego on Tepeyac Hill near Mexico City on December 9, 
1531 telling him of her desire that a Shrine be built at that spot to bear witness to her love, 
her compassion, and her protection. To prove to the bishop that the apparition was real and 
the request was from her, she imprinted her image on Juan Diego’s tilma.  
  The fact that the tilma is still around is in itself a miracle.  All clothes similar to his tilma 
that have been placed in the salty and humid environments that surround the Basilica where 
the image is kept have lasted no more than ten years.  The miraculous image was exposed 
for approximately 116 years without any kind of protection, receiving all the infrared and ul-
traviolet radiation from the tens of thousands of candles near it and exposed to the humid 
and salty air around the temple.  In 1921, a bomb exploded near the tilma.  It broke the mar-
ble floor and windows 150 meters from the explosion, but “unexpectedly, neither the tilma nor the normal 
glass that protected the tilma was damaged or broken.” 
  One of the most bizarre characteristics of the cloth is that the back side is rough and coarse, but the front 
side is as soft as the most pure silk.  The image seems to increase in size and change colors owing to an un-
known property of the surface and substance of which it is made.  The colors actually float above the sur-
face of the Tilma at a distance of 3/10th of a millimeter (1/100th of an inch), without touching it.  Portions of the 
face, hands, robe and mantle were painted in one step – no visible strokes, sketch marks, sizing or any pro-
tective varnish to protect the surface.  The image changes in color slightly according to the angle that it is 
viewed.  It maintains a constant temperature of 98.6 degrees – the same as the body of a living person.  
  Carlos Fernandez del Castillo, a gynecologist, examined the image and determined that the gynecological 
measurements of Our Lady’s physical dimensions indicated a woman who is pregnant entirely consistent with 
the stage of pregnancy on December 9th for Jesus’ birth to occur on Christmas.  A stethoscope was placed 
below the black band at the waist of Our Lady (the cinta, a sign that she is pregnant) and the rhythmic repeat-
ing heartbeats at 115 beats per minute were heard, the same as that of a baby in the maternal womb. 
  The eyes of Our Lady have revealed other secrets of the “painting”.  On March 27, 1956, when Dr. Javier 
Torroella Bueno, MDS, a prestigious ophthalmologist, discovered the presence of the triple reflection 
(Samson-Purkinje effect) in the eyes of the Virgin – a characteristic of all live human eyes wherein the images 
are located exactly where they are supposed to be according to such effect, and that the distortion of the im-
ages agree with the curvature of the cornea.  In that same year, Dr. Rafael Torrija Lavoignet, similarly exam-
ined the eyes of the Image with an ophthalmoscope in great detail.  He also found human figures, figures of 
the people who were in the room when the Image was revealed,  in the corneas of both eyes, with the loca-
tion and distortion of a normal human eye and specially noted a unique appearance of the eyes: they looked 
strangely “alive” when examined. 
  The miraculous appearance of this image leaves a lot of questions for modern day science.  For those of 
us who are believers, we know that it is a gift from Heaven.  We pray this week to Our Lady – as the Immacu-
late Conception and as the beautiful woman who appeared in Mexico almost 500 years ago.  
 



THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 The Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation is one of the Sacraments of Healing; through Christ we are 
healed or made well again, and reconciled or brought back into right relationship with God and with each 
other, the Church.  The foundation of reconciliation can be found in the psalms of the Old Testament.  
Psalm 51, the Prayer of Repentance, contains the elements of the Sacrament we celebrate now; the ac-
knowledgment of sin, plea for forgiveness, renewal of heart, expression of sorrow, acts of penitence and 
reconciliation.  In the New Testament, reconciliation is in and through the person of Christ.  In answering the 
invitation of God to conversion we respond and are renewed in spirit.  We reaffirm who we became at our 
baptism;  people “clothed in Christ,” and members of His Body the Church.  Through His death, Christ insti-
tuted the forgiveness of sins; after His Resurrection He sent the Holy Spirit to give His apostles and their 
successors the power to forgive sins through His Church.  The priest, as minister of the Sacrament, repre-
sents both Christ and Christ’s Body, the Church.  We confess our sins out loud to a priest, so that he can 
hear our sins and give us absolution. 
 The Revised Rite of Penance contains the Rite for Reconciliation of Individual Penitents, a liturgical cele-
bration of the Sacrament that is available each week.  The Rite for Reconciliation of Several Penitents is 
usually celebrated during the liturgical seasons of Advent and Lent.  Both Rites are individual and commu-
nal in nature as all liturgical celebrations are public; belonging to the people as a whole. While the confes-
sion of sins is a component of the ritual action of the penitent, spiritual guidance to overcome the root cause 
of sin, and to continue on the journey to salvation, is within this celebration.  The grace and mercy of God is 
a call we should respond to with joy and not fear. Through the Sacrament of Penance, “Though your sins be 
like scarlet, they may become white as snow; Though they be crimson red, they may become white as 
wool.”  
 
                                                                                     Dr. Claudia Maria Dado, M.A.L. 
 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on Saturday, December 16 at 10:00 AM. 

NEWS OF COMFORT 
In a time of preparation, much of it having to do with 
material things, it is good to hear the words of 
Isaiah, "Comfort, give comfort to my people, / says 
your God" (Isaiah 40:1). In a time of such stress and 
rush, when our usual burdens are augmented by 
piles of Christmas preparations, we can choose to 
slow down, take some time to heal, and appreciate 
the enormous gift we are about to receive. Christ, 
the Son of God, has become one of us, and knows 
our human limitations. Yet God, even now, is freeing 
us from the burdens that our inattentiveness to our 
God and to our deepest inner longings have heaped 
upon us. The Lord comes, not as a king with mighty 
armies, but as a shepherd leading the flocks with 
care and tenderness. Isaiah prophesies good news: 
our oppression is over, our sins forgiven. The savior 
we have awaited is coming, not the first time, but in 
t h e  e n d  t im es ,  as  o u r  sa l va t i o n . 
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2017 
NATIONWIDE VIGILS & EVENTS TO 

#ENDGUNVIOLENCE 
Come together to remember half a million Ameri-

cans killed or injured by guns since the Sandy Hook  
shooting tragedy 

Join The Newtown Foundation, Newtown Action Alli-
ance, Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, 

Everytown Survivor Network, Faiths United to Pre-
vent Gun violence, Moms Demand Action for Gun 
Sense in America, Organizing for Action, States 

United to Prevent Gun Violence, St Marks Episcopal 
Church and Women’s March 

 
and attend a prayer vigil 

 
Congregation of St. Joseph Chapel 
1515 W. Ogden Ave. 
LaGrange Park, IL 
Monday, Dec 11 at 7:00 pm 
 
At hundreds of locations nationwide, we will give 
voice to all victims and survivors of gun violence and 
together help #EndGunViolence in America. 
 
Contact Kathy Sherman 
ksherman@csjoseph.org 





NEXT WEEKEND’S MINISTERS 
  CELEBRANT COMM. MINISTERS MUSIC LECTORS SERVERS 
SAT. 5:00  Fr. Mike R. Klemp                             Hand R. Raysa J. Calabrese 
   N. Mickelsen                           Chimes G. Pracz D. Bermudez 
 
 
SUN. 7:30  Fr. Mike D. Belluomini N. Brejcha M. Lah 
   D. Belluomini J. Lemkau C. Nortier 
 
      
SUN. 9:30  Fr. Tom M. McGovern                      Adult Teens I. Negrete 
   W. McHugh                             Choir  A. Groppe 
 
      
SUN. 11:30  Fr. Joyce L. Brown                              Youth A. Garbacz S. Houston 
   R. Brown                                  Ensemble J. Calcagno J. Stiso 

WEEKDAY SERVERS 
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 
 8:00—Isabella Negrete 
THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY 
 8:00—Quincy Oyekanmi 

LITURGY FOR THE WEEK 
SATURDAY, December 9 
   5:00 pm   Walter & Mary Wengel; People of the Parish 
SUNDAY, December 10 
 7:30 Jane Ulsafer-VanLanen; Edward & Margaret  
  Rybicki; Thomas Smith 
 9:30  Richard Andrysiak; Richie Andrysiak, Jr.; 

 Roberto & Trinidad Murillo Family; Juan Jose 
 Dominguez & Family 

  11:30    Patricia Grammas; Tom Howell; Daniel; Lungo; 
 Roger Pona; Phyllis Yena; Richard Millett; 
 Audrey Hardt; Nisivaco, Maiorca & Savaglio 
 Families; Jertillia Jno Baptiste 

MONDAY, December 11 
 8:00  Louis C. Bauman 
TUESDAY, December 12 
 8:00  Catherine L. Parker; Joyce Lullo; James 

 Masterson 
WEDNESDAY, December 13 
 8:00  Walter & Mary Wanick; Sally Jacobi; Sean  
   Healy 
THURSDAY, December 14  
 8:00  All the faithful departed 
FRIDAY, December 15 
 8:00  Catherine L. Parker; Al Fogg 
SATURDAY, December 16 
 8:00  Marie Santa Lucia; Mary Ann Faitz; Jim & 

 Helen Hassett; Rita Cynkar; John, Joan & 
 Johnny O’Brien; Tom Lorenz; Phil Skeris 

  5:00 pm Pearl Volka; C. Earl Blankenship; Marge  
  Fischer; Dolores Assenato; Al Fogg 

SUNDAY, December 17 
  7:30   The Otto Bezouska Family; Rudolph, Beatrice & 

 Deborah Sandoval; Thomas Smith; People of 
 the Parish 

 9:30  James & Marilyn Ellis; Kristen Chopp; Faye 
 Plummer 

 11:30  Michael Connor; Patricia Grammas; Jertillia Jno
 -Baptiste 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH 

 Because of government regulations, hospitals 
and nursing homes are no longer allowed to notify 
us if you are admitted to either facility. If you or a 
family member would like to be visited in the hospital 
or nursing home, please call the rectory at 865-
8071. 
 If you or a family member are sick or homebound 
and would like to be added to our prayer list, visited, 
receive Holy Communion or be anointed, please call 
the rectory at 865-8071. 

 Loving God, give strength to all who struggle with 
illness. Grant them courage when they are afraid 
and comfort when they are in pain. 

Charles Anderson 
Dorothy Asher 

Ed Backer 
Jerry Benesh 

Arlene Buszkiewicz 
Carl Celestino, Sr. 

Donald Doucet 
Ron Huefner 

Arlene Kalisiak 
Jean Lidzbienski 
Rena Lizzadro 

John Lytle 
Gordon Macpherson 

Johnny Mulligan 
Janine Nywood 

Frank Pedota, Sr. 
Dave Peloza 
Lisa Peloza 
Kathy Reed 

Thomas Sloan 
Paul Sodayko  
Edward Valle 
Jacob Vincent 
Bridget Walsh 
John Williams 



PROTECTING CHILDREN 
 At Divine Infant Jesus Parish and School, the 

protection of our children is of utmost 
importance, and we comply fully with 
the policies of the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago and the USCCB Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young Peo-
ple. To learn more, go to our website 
dnn.archchicago.org/divine infant and 

click on the tab “Protecting Children at D.I.” or visit 
archchicago.org and click on the button “Protecting 
Children.” If you do not have internet access and 
would like to learn more, please contact the rectory 
or call the Office for Protection of Children and 
Youth at 312 534-5254. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE ALL 
PARISH MAILINGS ELECTRONICALLY 

 If you would like to receive parish mailings—
Christmas and Easter letters, statement of annual 
contributions, and yearly report—by email, please 
send an email to the parish at d.infant@comcast.net. 
In the subject line write “Parish Email,” and then in 
the body of the email write your name, street ad-
dress and envelope number if you know it. 
 This will help save the parish money in printing 
and postage. 

Thank you! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39- 
 47, or any readings from the Common of  
 The Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;  
 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54;  
 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

PLEASE USE GiveCentral.org  
FOR ALL YOUR DONATIONS  

 Divine Infant Jesus Parish depends on your gen-
erosity in order to carry out its ministry of proclaim-
ing the Good News of Jesus Christ and teaching and 
healing in his name. We do not charge for anything. 
We rely solely on your Sunday and Holy Day dona-
tions. 
To make it easier for you to give your gifts to Divine 
Infant, we work with GiveCentral.org. When you 
sign up with GiveCentral.org, you can make all your 
Sunday, Holy Day, second collection, and every 
other donation that you make to the parish. Then 
you never have to use a parish envelope or put any-
thing in the collection basket ever again! 
Please visit GiveCentral.org to create your personal 
and secure donations account. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

WELCOME... 
We are happy you have chosen to be with us. We 
hope your experience is warm and welcoming 
whether you are here to celebrate the Eucharist or 
spend time in quiet prayer. If you wish to learn 
more about Divine Infant and/or become a new 
member of our parish—please take an envelope in 
the back of the Church. The envelope contains in-
formation about our parish. If you have any ques-
tions, call (708) 865-8071. Welcome to Divine In-
fant. We look forward to seeing you again! 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 
 CH—9:30 am—Rite of Enrollment of Children’s Cate-
chumens 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 
 RE—Classes 
 LH—6:30 pm Athletic Board 
 CR—7:00 pm Liturgy Meeting 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 CH—3:00 pm Chimes 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 CH—7:00 pm Christmas Choral Concert 
 CR—7:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Society 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 CH—10:00 am—Advent Reconciliation Service 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 
 CH—9:30 am—Hospitality after mass 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 RE—Classes 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 CH—3:00 pm Chimes 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
 LH—PS/PK Christmas Show  

SUNDAY OFFERING 
December 3, 2017 

————-———————————————— 
This week’s collection     $9484.00 
   

When you are away for a weekend, we hope you will 
remember your offering to Divine Infant. 

Thank you. 





DIVINE INFANT PARISH 
NEWCASTLE AND CANTERBURY AVENUES 

WESTCHESTER, ILLINOIS 60154 
Like us on 
Facebook 

REV. MICHAEL AHLSTROM, Administrator (ext. 203) 
REV. GERALD JOYCE, Pastor Emeritus (ext. 206) 
REV. THOMAS WINIKATES, Associate  (ext. 204) 
DEACON JAMES SPONDER (ext. 306) 
MR. LEONARD GRAMAROSSA, School Principal  
SR. SUSAN MAJCEN, O.P., Director of Religious Education  
 
Website: divineinfant.archchicago.org 
 
Rectory: 1601 Newcastle Avenue, 708 865-8071 
 Fax number: 708-865-8032 
 E-mail: d.infant@comcast.net 
School: 1640 Newcastle Avenue, 865-0122 & 865-0233 
 E-mail: divineinfant@comcast.net 
Office of Religious Education: 865-8086 
Parish Nurse, Ms. Jeannette Barczak, BSN, HTP, 352-7518 
Bereavement Ministry: Dr. Claudia Dado, MAL (ext. 304) 
Catechumenate: Dr. Claudia Dado, MAL (ext. 304) 
Music Director: Mrs. Janet Reif, (ext. 302) 
Assc. Mus. Dir: Mrs. Judy Schindler, 383-4288 or (ext 302) 
Business Manager: Mr. Jerry Priore, (ext. 209) 
Rectory Secretary: Mrs. Toni Podock, (ext. 201) 
 
SUNDAY MASSES: 7:30, 9:30 & 11.30 
SATURDAY EVENING: 5:00 pm 
WEEKDAY MASSES: 8:00 am 
SATURDAY MORNING: 8:00 am 
HOLY DAY MASSES: 6:30, 8:00, and 7:00 pm 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: (Confession) 
 Saturday: In the Reconciliation Room 4:00 to 4:45 pm or by 

appointment. 
 
BAPTISMS: Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd & 3rd Sundays of the 

month at 12:45 pm. By Archdiocesan regulation and parish policy, 
parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation session before 
the Baptism of their child. These sessions will usually be held on the 
first Sunday afternoon of the month. Call the secretary at the rectory 
(865-8071) to register for the session and schedule the Baptism. 

 
D.I.V.M. SERVICES: Communion to the sick, food shopping, necessary 

transportation, emergency meals, transportation to Mass. Resource 
information also available. If you need help from any of these 
services, please let us know as much in advance as possible so the 
chairpersons can make arrangements and the volunteers arrange 
their schedules. If you are able to volunteer to help provide these 
services to our parishioners, we can always use more help. Please 
call the rectory at 865-8071. 

 
WEDDINGS: Couples should contact the rectory and speak to a priest 

shortly after the engagement, but no less than four months before the 
desired wedding day.  

  No date should be set (especially in reserving a hall) for your 
wedding until you have spoken to a priest. In this way, you will not be 
disappointed if the church has been previously reserved for another 
ceremony. 

  Please keep  in mind the times that are available for weddings 
at Divine Infant: 

   SATURDAYS—1:00 pm and 3:00 pm 
   WEEKDAYS—–Any reasonable hour 



CHURCH NAME & NUMBER— 
 Divine Infant   #9216 
 
ADDRESS— 
 1601 Newcastle, Westchester, Il. 60154 
 
PHONE— 
 708-865-8071 
 E-mail: d.infant@comcast.net 
 
CONTACT PERSON— 
  
  
SOFTWARE— 
 Microsoft Publisher 2003 
 Windows XP Professional 
 Adobe Acrobat 6.0 
 
PRINTER— 
 HP Laserjet 5P 
 
NUMBER OF PAGES SENT— 
 Cover through 12 
 
SUNDAY DATE OF BULLETIN— 
 December 10, 2017 
 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS— 
  


