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THANKSGIVING

At the heart of our Catholic Christian faith is thanksgiving. The word Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” We
have so much to be thankful for in our lives. Paschal Mystery, the dying and rising of Jesus, is the center of
our life. When we remember, and give thanks, the mystery of Jesus dying and rising is made present on altar
and in our midst. In the Easter Season, we are especially aware of celebrating death and resurrection.

As | celebrated the Three Days of Easter with you, | was especially aware of so many gifts of those who
worked so hard to make these beautiful days. We are blessed with our pastoral musicians: The Adult Choir,
The Strings of Faith, The Children’s Choir, The Youth Ensemble, The Hand Chimes, The DI Singers, our Res-
urrection Choir, and our Cantors. They all work so hard to help us sing the Lord’s praise. | am also aware of
those who have worked on Liturgy Committee to plan the Three Days of Easter. Our art and environment
both inside and outside of church is great. Our living font of Easter-Baptism water is especially beautiful,
along with all our flowers. Our lectors have done very well at proclaiming the scripture to us. Our Eucharistic
ministers proclaim, “The Body of Christ” and “The Blood of Christ” and we become what we eat and drink.
They give us the very mystery we celebrate. What a wonderful gift! Our altar servers are very faithful and an
important part of our liturgy. Our ushers also deserve our gratitude for welcoming us to church and taking up
our offerings. Deacon Jim Sponder did much behind the scenes to make sure all went well. And course | am
grateful for Fr. Joyce and Fr. Tom. They have made me feel welcome and at home here at DI.

| offer thanksgiving for all of you who are part of the parish family. | feel both welcome and appreciated. |
am especially grateful when you assure me of your prayers. Being your parish priest and administrator is not
something | can do without the help of our Lord. That is why your prayers are so important. | am grateful for
those of you who made a sacrifice to give to our Easter collection. We rely on this to get us through the rest
of the fiscal year. Hopefully you can all think of your own experience of death and resurrection. What did you
let go of during Lent? This is your spiritual dying. What is the good you have come to experience? This is
your resurrection experience. We all have so much to offer in Thanksgiving.

Father Mike Ahlstrom

Being Thankful

puts things into proper perspective. ..
and you'll find that life is good!
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PARISH MAY CROWNING
Our Parish May Crowning honoring Our Blessed
Mother, Mary, will take place at the 9:30 Mass on
Sunday, May 14 which is also Mother’'s Day. Mary
will be crowned by Pat Meyers who has been head
of the Pro Life Committee for many years.
ATTENTION FIRST COMMUNICANTS! You
are invited to wear your First Communion attire and
be a part of the Entrance Procession at this
Mass. Please let your teacher or Sr. Susan know
by May 8th.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES COLLECTION ON
MOTHER’S DAY
In the impoverished and violent neighborhoods
that need us most, Catholic Charities is often the
only place where people can go for help. Our
doors are open to all. Families in crisis find new
strength and the courage to build a better future.
Your Mother’s Day gift will feed, comfort, shelter,
and care for the poor and vulnerable. Catholic
Charities has provided hope for 100 years. Learn
more at www.catholiccharities.net.
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WEDDINGS
Marc Gelber & Megan McCarthy

BAPTIZED
Tyler Wesley, son of Travis and Karen (Kalal)

Rosenthal

Dominic Antonio, son of Steven and Jennifer

(Dyke) Stiso

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
Jonathan and Irina Brotonel and Celine
Robert and Stephanie Scherer and Jace
Luis and Katherine Terronez and Vivien
Tyler and Ashley Willey, Colton and Raeleigh

ON THE ROAD

One central metaphor employed to describe the
Christian life is a journey. In today's second read-
ing, Peter addresses the early Christian commu-
nity: "Conduct yourselves with reverence during
the time of your sojourning” (1 Peter 1:17). When
we think of a journey, we normally think of some
kind of movement from point A to point B. The
Christian journey, begun in the waters of baptism
(point A) has as its ultimate destination eternal life
with God in heaven (point B). Unfortunately we
find ourselves on all kinds of detours along the
way. Because of sin, we make foolish turns and
sometimes seem unable to detect the presence of
the Lord. Today's story of the two disciples on their
way to Emmaus illustrates for us the fact that,
even when we are dejected or on one of our many

detours, the Lord is there, walking right beside us.
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.



FAITH FORMATION
THE PURPOSE OF THE LITURGY

When | was a little girl, Sunday was a very special day at our house. The whole family got dressed up and
went to church together. We belonged to St. Rita of Cascia Parish on 63 and Washtenaw in Chicago Lawn.
It is a modernized Romanesque-style church that is even more beautiful on the inside. St. Rita is a very large
church, with two balconies, a pipe organ, ornate columns and a main altar that can only be described as mag-
nificent.

| was always filled with wonder as we walked up to the entrance of the church, climbing the stairs to the
raised edifice and opening one of the three ornate doors that greeted us. Once inside, it's beauty in marble,
stained glass and shrines immediately let me know | was not in an ordinary building. By far, most out-
standing is the raised high altar with the four-columned canopy or baldachin, with the gold-leaf painted ceiling.
The architecture alone told me | had entered a holy place.

Once the Mass began | soon forgot the rest of the week, and whatever else that had been going on. As
we all sang the hymns and said the prayers together, | got a sense of unity with everyone there besides Mom,
Dad, and my brother and sister. | remember Mom making sure | did all the gestures right and Dad encourag-
ing me to sing the way he did. By the time we got to the Eucharistic Prayer, | always thought, “there is some
great mystery here.” At Mass, we sang songs, but they weren’t like the songs on the radio. We sat down to-
gether, but it wasn't like sitting in our living room in front of the TV. We prayed together, but it was a lot more
than just saying grace before eating supper. | just knew something really special was going on here, and it
was bigger than anything else | did all week. In church, | was in a whole different world. | was filled with awe
and wonder.

When we attend Mass, we celebrate the liturgy and actively participate in “the most holy mysteries and in
the public and solemn prayer of the Church.” (Pope Pius X) This participation is for the glory of God and for
our salvation. The songs we sing and the words we use to pray are different when we are in church than
when we are out in the world. The aim of the prayers and rites of the Mass is to help people have a more
“intimate union with Christ, and arouse internal sentiments and dispositions that should make our hearts be-
come like that of the High Priest.” (Mediator Dei) In other words, we take part in the Sacred Mystery of Faith,
and thorough our Divine Encounter with Christ in the Eucharist, we change our hearts to be like that of Jesus.

Through our participation in the liturgy, we express who we are; our Catholic identity is revealed as we
come together individually to form one assembly in Christ. We are in communion in our ritual action, united
with common beliefs, acknowledging that Christ is present now in the Eucharistic species. We are then sent
forth, transformed into Christ, to effect a change in the world. The refrain of the hymn, Blest are We, urges
us, “Let us then receive what we now hear, Believe what we receive, And become what we believe.” This is
the purpose of the liturgy and the reason we are called by God to be present each week. The Fathers of the
Liturgical Movement, in 1930, eloquently explained, “Liturgy is the Church’s divine service for the glory of God
and the sanctification of the faithful, the re-enactment of the work of redemption. When the liturgy is cele-
brated the Church glorifies God and dispenses Christ-life to her children, so that as newborn babes they may
attain to the perfect man, to the full measure of the stature of Christ.” Thirty-three years later, the teachings in
Sacrosanctum Concilium reaffirmed this, adding that “every liturgical celebration is a sacred action surpassing
all others.” When we participate in this great Sacred Mystery, we are part of something that indeed sur-
passes everything else. Jesus told us, “unless you become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of
heaven.” (Mt. 18:3) Each time we are at Mass, we believe and can be filled with awe and wonder at the great
gift the liturgy really is. And just like that little girl at St. Rita, we can be grateful for who we are--children of
God.

Dr. Claudia Maria Dado, M.A.L.
(c) copyright



Chicago Blackhawks

Goodwill
“Pass It On Donation
Challenge”

at Divine Infant
School!!

Hello Divine Infant Families!

Throughout the month of April (Apnl 1 through Apnl 30, 2017), Goodw1ll 1s nanning 1ts annual
“Pass It On Donation Challenge™ We, at DI, are stepping up to the challenge as a school and
parish !  Start checking your closets, cabmets, garages and attics now for any gently-used
clothing and household items to donate. Drop off bags. .. carloads. .. or even truckloads of
items to any Goodwill Store and Donation Center in the area. Fammlies can donate as often as
they would like dunng Apnl

We will be competing with other elementary and middle schools in the metropolitan Chicago
area. The school with the highest number of donations at the end of the challenge will win a
visit by a player from the Chicago Blackhawks, plus two autographed jerseys, 15 autographed
Blackhawks caps and a plaque!

How it Works: The Goodwill Attendant will provide each donor with a Pass It On Donation
Challenge ship. Our school name, cify and total number of items donated will need to be written
onto the slip. Then give the attendant back the slip. It’s that easy!!!

If vou have any questions regarding the
challenge, please contact Mrs. Lemke at the
school office or by email,
jlemke@divinemfant org.

GO DIVINE INFANT!!!




OVER 50 CLUB

Our next meeting will be on May 3rd, 2017 at
1:30 pm. Conboy’s will be joining us to sign up
those who wish to go to the baseball game in July,

Tickets will be available for our picnic which will
be on June 14, 2017. Once again we will have box
lunches. The cost will be $10 for members and $11
for guests.

If you have any questions call Corrine @708-531-
9496.

You have made known to me

the paths of life;
you will fill me with j
in your prescnce

THE WELL SPIRTUALITY CENTER
1515 Ogden Avenue, LaGrange Park, IL.
To register: 708-482-5048/thewell@csjoseph.org /

www.csjthewell.org

Discover Your Core of Love

Facilitators: Carol Cummins and Bridget Sperduto
The deepest, truest part of who you are is LOVE:
yet often this identity eludes us. In this introductory
workshop you will learn about unconscious pat-
terns expressed in our bodies that are obstacles to
love.

Tuesday May 2 — 10:00 am-Noon, OR Monday
May 8 — 7-9:00 pm

Cost: $20

Fifth Anniversary Circle of Song Concert
Director: Kathy Sherman, CSJ

This evening of song with a variety of music will
take you on a journey of the heart. Circle of Song
is a community of singers who believe that singing
together sends healing, compassion and joy into
our world.

Friday, May 5 — 7:30 pm

Cost: $10 in advance / $15 at the door

WOMEN’S DAY OF REFLECTION

When was the last time we thought about the
blessings in our lives? Do we have an attitude of
gratitude?

“A Grateful Heart” if the theme of a special
women’s day of reflection on Saturday, May 20, from
8:30 am to 3 pm at the Carmelite Spiritual Center,
8419 Bailey Road, in Darien. The day will be led by
Deacon Dave Bencic. Come join us as we pray, re-
flect and discuss how God has blessed us.

The cost is $40 and includes a continental break-
fast and lunch. The deadline for reservations is Sun-
day, May 14. To register, call Deacon Dave at (708)
485-6614.

105 MORE UNITS OF BLOOD DONATED

Surpassing all expectations and quotas, the an-
nual spring WestTowns Blood Drive received 105
units of blood for area hospitals.

The drive was held April 22 at the Westchester
Community Center, hosted by the Westchester
Blood Program and LifeSource Blood Services.

LifeSource had set a goal of 90 units but, to the
surprise of everyone involved, the stream of donors
never stopped, putting the final totals far above pre-
dictions.

The all-volunteer WBP was founded in June
1974. Since then, it has collected close to 26,000
units of blood. That's more than enough to serve
70,000 hospital patients in need of transfusions.

Its four annual WestTowns drives bring in about
400 units yearly. It remains the most prolific com-
munity blood group in the Chicago area.

Its loyal donors come from more than just West-
chester; about one-third live outside the village.
Many come from Brookfield and La Grange Park,
and some from as far as Elgin, Chicago and Lemont.

So far this year, it has taken in 211 units, with
two drives remaining.

AND the WBP extends its deep thanks to the
D.I. Holy Name Men’s Club for its generous
monetary gift.



LITURGY FOR THE WEEK
SATURDAY, April 29
5:00 pm Henry Volka, Sr. & C. Earl Blankenship; Joe
Ozark; Theresa Turilli; For Holy Souls;
Intentions of the Virgin Mary
SUNDAY, April 30
7:30 Thomas Smith; Emil & Henrietta Bezouska;
Gloria Bruno; Rick Yurkovich; People of the
Parish
9:30 Marcella Sullivan
11:30 Michael Deely; Deceased members of St.
Vincent de Paul Society; Danny Mulligan;
Patricia Grammas; Marie Daydeloera; Virginia
Zambito; Lisa Onischuk; Rita Raysa
MONDAY, May 1
8:00 Thomas Kovarik; Jerry Spahn; Donna Dean
Russ
TUESDAY, May 2
8:00 Lucille Perry
WEDNESDAY, May 3
8:00 Mary McLeod; Walter & Mary Wanick
THURSDAY, May 4
8:00 Diana & Ron Nawrocki
FRIDAY, May 5
8:00 Peter, Margaret & Jarloth Heveran
SATURDAY, May 6
8:00 All the faithful departed
5:00 pm Joseph Catino; Forgotten souls in purgatory;
Joseph Senato; Frances Wenneberg;
People of the Parish
SUNDAY, May 7
7:30 Thomas Smith; Gloria Bruno; Rick Yurkovich
9:30 Helen Maczak; Caroline & John Zahumensky
11:30 Lou, Val & Joe Greco; Wilda Gordon; Sandy
Kasprzak; Patricia Grammas

WEEKDAY SERVERS
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY
8:00—Aidan Groppe; Mary Lah
THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH

Charles Anderson John Lytle

Dorothy Asher Fran Mockler
Jerry Benesh Johnny Mulligan
Arlene Buszkiewicz Janine Nywood
Carl Celestino, Sr. Dave Peloza
James J. Fergle Lisa Peloza
Ron Huefner Kathy Reed
Arlene Kalisiak Sue Tracy
Fred W. Kirsch Jacob Vincent
Jean Lidzbienski Ceasar Vivo
Rena Lizzadro Bridget Walsh

Peter Lullo John Williams

Loving God, give strength to all who struggle with
illness. Grant them courage when they are afraid
and comfort when they are in pain.

Because of government regulations, hospitals
and nursing homes are no longer allowed to notify
us if you are admitted to either facility. If you or a
family member would like to be visited in the hospital
or nursing home, please call the rectory at 865-
8071.

If you or a family member are sick or homebound
and would like to be added to our prayer list, visited,
receive Holy Communion or be anointed, please call
the rectory at 865-8071.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Colleen Lee
Sheila Morgano
Rosemary Padula

8:00—Ryan Nortier; James Stiso Helen Sutula
NEXT WEEKEND’S MINISTERS
CELEBRANT COMM. MINISTERS MUSIC LECTORS SERVERS
SAT. 5:00 N. Mickelsen M. Klincewicz A. Israel
D. Nawrocki M. Giannelli L. Salata
SUN. 7:30 P. Casey S. Johnston M. Lah
R. Casey M. Lamothe K. James
SUN. 9:30 A. DiFiore Adult Teens R. Nortier
P. Farmer Choir D. Bermudez
SUN. 11:30 R. Eisenhart D. Kozerski P. Cullum
A. Garbacz A. Duff C. Perusich
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MONDAY, MAY 1

RE Classes
TUESDAY, MAY 2

CH—3:00 pm Chimes

PR—7:00 pm School Board
WEDNESDAY, MAY 3

CH—4:00 pm Music Dept.
FRIDAY, MAY 5

CH—1:15 pm First Holy Communion Practice
SATURDAY, MAY 6

CH—1:30 pm First Holy Communion
SUNDAY, MAY 7

CH—12:45 pm Baptismal Prep
MONDAY, MAY 8

RE Classes

CR—7:00 pm Liturgy Meeting
TUESDAY, MAY 9

CH—3:00 pm Chimes

CR—7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Counsel

PLEASE USE GiveCentral.org
FOR ALL YOUR DONATIONS
Divine Infant Jesus Parish depends on your gen-

erosity in order to carry out its ministry of proclaim-
ing the Good News of Jesus Christ and teaching and
healing in his name. We do not charge for anything.
We rely solely on your Sunday and Holy Day dona-
tions.
To make it easier for you to give your gifts to Divine
Infant, we work with GiveCentral.org. When you
sign up with GiveCentral.org, you can make all your
Sunday, Holy Day, second collection, and every
other donation that you make to the parish. Then
you never have to use a parish envelope or put any-
thing in the collection basket ever again!
Please visit GiveCentral.org to create your personal
and secure donations account. Thank you for your
generosity!

SUNDAY OFFERING
April 23, 2017

Average weekly expenses $15,655
This week’s collection 10,338
Deficit (% 5,317)

When you are away for a weekend, we hope you will

remember your offering to Divine Infant.
Thank you.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30;
Jn 6:22-29 or, for the memorial,
Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;
Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58
Tuesday: Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a,

17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14

Thursday:  Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20;

Jn 6:44-51
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59
Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-69
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23:1-6;

1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10

PROTECTING CHILDREN
At Divine Infant Jesus Parish and
School, the protection of our children is
of utmost importance, and we comply
fully with the policies of the Archdio-
cese of Chicago and the USCCB Char-
ter for the Protection of Children and
Young People. To learn more, go to our
website dnn.archchicago.org/divine infant and click
on the tab “Protecting Children at D.I.” or visit arch-
chicago.org and click on the button “Protecting Chil-
dren.” If you do not have internet access and would
like to learn more, please contact the rectory or call
the Office for Protection of Children and Youth at
312 534-5254.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE ALL

PARISH MAILINGS ELECTRONCIALLY

If you would like to receive parish mailings—
Christmas and Easter letters, statement of annual
contributions, and yearly report—by email, please
send an email to the parish at d.infant@comcast.net.
In the subject line write “Parish Email,” and then in
the body of the email write your name, street ad-
dress and envelope number if you know it.

This will help save the parish money in printing
and postage.

Thank you!

WELCOME...

We are happy you have chosen to be with us. We
hope your experience is warm and welcoming
whether you are here to celebrate the Eucharist or
spend time in quiet prayer. If you wish to learn
more about Divine Infant and/or become a new
member of our parish—please take an envelope in
the back of the Church. The envelope contains in-
formation about our parish. If you have any ques-
tions, call (708) 865-8071. Welcome to Divine In-
fant. We look forward to seeing you again!



REV. MICHAEL AHLSTROM, Administrator (ext. 203)

REV. GERALD JOYCE, Pastor Emeritus (ext. 206)

REV. THOMAS WINIKATES, Associate (ext. 204)
DEACON JAMES SPONDER (ext. 306)

MR. LEONARD GRAMAROSSA, School Principal

SR. SUSAN MAJCEN, O.P., Director of Religious Education

Website: divineinfant.archchicago.org

Rectory: 1601 Newcastle Avenue, 708 865-8071
Fax number: 708-865-8032
E-mail: d.infant@comcast.net
School: 1640 Newcastle Avenue, 865-0122 & 865-0233
E-mail: divineinfant@comcast.net
Office of Religious Education: 865-8086
Parish Nurse, Ms. Jeannette Barczak, BSN, HTP, 352-7518
Bereavement Ministry: Dr. Claudia Dado, MAL (ext. 304)
Catechumenate: Dr. Claudia Dado, MAL (ext. 304)
Music Director: Mrs. Janet Reif, (ext. 302)
Assc. Mus. Dir: Mrs. Judy Schindler, 383-4288 or (ext 302)
Business Manager: Mr. Jerry Priore, (ext. 209)
Rectory Secretary: Mrs. Toni Podock, (ext. 201)

D.I

SUNDAY MASSES: 7:30, 9:30 & 11.30
SATURDAY EVENING: 5:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES: 8:00 am

SATURDAY MORNING: 8:00 am

HOLY DAY MASSES: 6:30, 8:00, and 7:00 pm

DIVINE INFANT PARISH
NEWCASTLE AND CANTERBURY AVENUES
WESTCHESTER, ILLINOIS 60154

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: (Confession)

BAPTISMS: Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd & 3rd Sundays of the

.V.M. SERVICES: Communion to the sick, food shopping, necessary

WEDDINGS: Couples should contact the rectory and speak to a priest

Like us on
Facebook

Saturday: In the Reconciliation Room 4:00 to 4:45 pm or by
appointment.

month at 12:45 pm. By Archdiocesan regulation and parish policy,
parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation session before
the Baptism of their child. These sessions will usually be held on the
first Sunday afternoon of the month. Call the secretary at the rectory
(865-8071) to register for the session and schedule the Baptism.

transportation, emergency meals, transportation to Mass. Resource
information also available. If you need help from any of these
services, please let us know as much in advance as possible so the
chairpersons can make arrangements and the volunteers arrange
their schedules. If you are able to volunteer to help provide these
services to our parishioners, we can always use more help. Please
call the rectory at 865-8071.

shortly after the engagement, but no less than four months before the
desired wedding day.

No date should be set (especially in reserving a hall) for your
wedding until you have spoken to a priest. In this way, you will not be
disappointed if the church has been previously reserved for another
ceremony.

Please keep in mind the times that are available for weddings
at Divine Infant:

SATURDAYS—1:00 pm and 3:00 pm
WEEKDAYS——Any reasonable hour
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